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A SHORT 
ACCOUN T 


OF THE LATE 


8 many Spurious, and I 
think very Falſe, Ac- 
counts of the Late Expedition 
have been ſent into the World, 
B 2 I think 


* 


641 


Juſtice 
to the Publick, as well as to the 
Gentlemen concerned in the 

Conduct of it, to have it ſtated 

in in , wg | 


And that I may nat appear to do 
it immpertinently, I have confined 
myſelf to a few ſhort Remarks, 
every Circumſtance: of which is 
faithfully collected, from a ſtrict. 
and moſt impartial Attention to 
the Examination lately held be- 
fore the Board of General Offi- 
cers. When I ſay impattial, I 

97K however confeſs, that I 
vent to that, as 4 think a Man 
. 0 of N .oh 


(5) 
of Humanity muſt to all Trials, 
wiſhing rather to hear Matter of 
Acquittal than Cenſure; the 
more, as I could not conceive 
how a Set of Gentlemen, who 
; had, during the laſt War, and 
in the moſt trying Actions of it, 
conſtantly diſtinguiſhed them- 
ſelves, as at Dettingen, Fon- 
tenoy, . Melde, Culloden, and 
Laffeldt, ſhould now be ſo to- 
tally changed, as to ſtart at the 
Approach of Dangers, probably 
much inferior to thoſe, of which 
they had before ſtood the actual 
Experience, with ſuch remark- 
able Con Eu 


* 


2 


663 
This, from. the fiſt, | gate 
mera Suſpicion, that the Re- 
preſentations we haye | 
had of this Aſſair, have been ei- 
ther Malicioully or Negligently 
made. With theſe Thoughts, 
and in this Spirit, I came to the 
Examination at Whitehall, which 
vas ſo, publick, and to my Ap- 
prehenſion ſo ſatisfactory, that I 
came away convinced, it was- 
impoſſihle to find' à Difference 
of Opinion upon it : atleaſt, as 
far as the Determination of the 
Firſt Council of War to which 
I ſhall confine my Obſervations 
at preſent, but che various Opi- 


nions I have ſince heard on that 
| ſubject, 


(FE 


ſubject, have made me reſolve to 
put together, as ſhortly and clear- 
ly as I can, the Chief Heads of 
that Evidence which appeared 
upon it, and tranſmit them plain- 
ly and faithfully to the Publick. 


1ſt, - Then it appeared by the 
Papers and Examination, par- 
ticularly thoſe of L. C. Cl-— ke 
and Joſeph Thierri the Pilot, 
_ thatthe freſheſt Intelligence there 
was relative to the State of Roch- 
fort before the Embarkation of 
the Troops, was of three Years 
and an half old: viz in April 
1754. when L. C. C---ke was 
there: the Pilot not having been 
there for ſome Years before. 


2. That 


to 
gence, left the Secret ſhould be 


(3) 
2dly, That the Coaſt and Na- 
ture of the Landing in the Road 
ofBaſques were intirely unknown, © 
as alſo the Country in the Neigh- 
bqurhood. The particular State 
ao the Troops and * &c. 


zaͤly, That the Expedition was 
ſent out on the Footing of a 


Coup de Main, or Surprixe ny: 


4thly, That this was ki 
from the Government's fearing 
o get any new or better Intelli- 


* iſcovered. 


sthly, That the Embarkation 


(9) 
was delayed near two Months 
after the Troops were aſſembled 
in the Iſle of Wight. 


 6thly, That during that Time 
there was undoubted Intelligence 
received, that the Alarm was 


already ſpread along the Coaſt of 
France from Breſt and St. Malos 


to Rochelle and Rochfort, par- 
ticularly by Letters and Advices 
from Capt. Cleveland and Capt. 


Proby, by one taken on 
Board the Emerald a French Man 


of War and brought into the 
Fleet: And by many Neutral 
| Veſſels from thoſe Parts during 
the-Voyage. 


C 7. That 


(1009 : 
7. That the Fleet firſt ap- 
er ef Oer on 
the 2oth September. That it was 
the 23d in the Morning before 
they got in. That the Ifle of Aix 


was taken the ſame Day. That on 


the 24th a Plan was given in for 
attacking the Fort of Fouras by 
Sea and Land; at the ſame time 
making a Diverſion on the Side 
of Rochelle, &c. This Plan was 


: agreeable to the General's own 
Ideas, and approved by him, 


but failed doubly by the Decla- 
ration of the Sea Officers, Tha? 
Fouras could not be attacked by 
1 and by the Report of the 


Rear 


(1x) 
Rear Admiral and Captains ſent 
to ſound and. reconnoitre the 
Coaſt, that there was no Land- 


ing near Fouras, _ 


8. That the Report of the faid 
Sea Officers was made on the 
24th in the Afternoon, and that 
the Council of War met next 
N the 25th. 


That by this Report it ap- 
2 they had diſcovered no 
other Landing Places but two, 
both of them near the Point of 
Chatelaillon, on 236 open Road. 


10. That no Man of War 
C 2 could 


(12) 
could lie up within two. Miles of 


thoſe Places to aſſiſi the Landing 
or ſecure the Retreat. 


I1. That if the Wind came 
to the Weſt, _ which was now 
daily expected, with Blowing 
Weather, being near the Time 
of the Equinox, All Communi- 
cation with the Fleet would be 
cut off, This appears in the 
Opinion of the Firſt Council of 
War, ſigned hy the three Ad- 
mirals and the eldeſt Captain in 
the Fleet; and by the A 
tion of the ableſt Pilot there. - 


And bow important that Ar- 
N _ ticle 


(13) 
ticle was thought from the firſt, 
appears. by a Paper delivered to 
the General by the preſent Com- 
mander in chief of his Majeſty's 
Forces, containing his Obſerva- 
tions upon this Scheme in theſe 
Words. 


A ſafe and well ſecured Com- 
munication between the Camp 
and the Sea, from whence you 
are to receive your Supplies of 
all Kinds is abſolutely neceſſary, 
the whole depends upon it. This 
Paper was delivered in at the 
Examination, and certainly did 
Honour to the Judgment of that 
Ref 1 nn... 


12, There 


(4) 


12. There were Sand Hills 
on the ſhore, at the Place of 
Landing, ſaid to be equivalent 
to an Entrenchment, behind 
which a few Hundred Men doing 
their Duty, might prevent a De- 
ſcent of about 1 5000r 2000 Men, 
which was all the Boats could 
contain at a time, who could 
not uſe their Arms, and were un- 
| protected by the sen. of the 
ow 


5 — 


o 


1 More Troops Fan were 

ſufficient for that purpoſe were 
ſeen by the Rear Admiral and 
Captains who went to ſound:and 


e- 


MP ( 15) 
reconnottre the Coat on the 
23d and 24th. There wav a 


Battery on the Shore there, but. 
that was not an Obſtacle inſiſted 


ON, 


Thus it ſtood with 2 to 
the Landing, —— With Regard 
to the Attack of the Place it ap- 
peared, r. That the Deſign be- 
ing for a Coup de Main, there 
was not Artillery ſufficient for a 
regular Attaek, as the chief 
Engineer declared at the n 
— War. * N 


His Words ate, That be thes 


not imagine any regular Attack 
X = was 


. 12 
was intended * that ( Roch- 
ſort) or any other Place; | the 


al! Quantity of Artillery « We 
| Gave not being Jent on that Plan. 


2. As to the State of Roch- 
fort, there was, by the Accounts 
of Col. C--ke-and-the Pilot, a 
large and high Rampart of Earth, 
round the Place, faced with 
Stone; the Ditch was wet from 
the River Side, each way, for 
a conſiderable Part of the Cir- 
cumference ; but then the Works 
were, in moſt Parts, only flanked 
with Redans; and there was 
24 Part by the River where 
Wl - the Rampart diſcontinued, the 
| 


| | : Sp ace 


— — — G * 


128 


en 
Space of 60 Vards, according to 
the Pilot; or of a Front, accor- 
ding to the Engineer; -who alſo. 
ſaid the Ditch was imperfect in 
ſeveral Places. 


On the other Hand, it ap- 
peared by the Engineer's own 
Account, that this Opening was 
in the low marſhy Ground, by 


the River Side, and already cut 
with deep muddy Ditches into 


which the Tide flowed. As alſo 
that a good Entrenchment might 
be thrown up there in 24, or at 
moſt 36 Hours Time: There was 
already, by the Pilot's Account, 
a Palliſade there.---- And there 
were five Ships in the River, 
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tts probable therefore, that the 
Ladders, good Part of which 


(28) 
whoſe Cannon would ſcour that 
Part at half Muſquet-ſhot; all 
which, with the moraſſy Ground 
and Ditches, would, make that 
ſtronger againſt a Coup de Main 
or Aſſault, than any Part of the 


Rampart. 


As tothe Rampart, theHeighth 
of it was not exactly known, tho 
of the utmoſt Conſequence, the 
Dependance being on an Eſca- 


lade, which C. C- ke laments in 
his Letter that he omitted; as he 
imagined it was about 25 Foot 


high, but, as others ſaid, 30, 


We 


(19) 
were but of 25 Feet, would have 
been too ſhort. 


As to the Ditch, it was proved 
by two poſitive Witneſſes before 
the Council of War, that it was 
wet, or could be flowed with 


Water all round. 


Viz. Monſ. Bonneville Volun- 
teer declared, That there are 
Sluices there, by which they can 
flow the Ditch, and that it was 
full of Water all round when he 


was there. 


ThePilot of the Neptune ſaid, 
That he had commanded a ſmall - 
D =: V. et 
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620) 
Veſſel there many Yeats, that 


| they have Sluices near the' Hof- 


pital, by which they can fill the 
Dich *with Water; ' that they 


raiſe them ſometimes zo cleanſe 
* 2he Ditch; and that be has ſeen 
Water in it quite round” the 


Tous. 


The chief Engineer alſo de- 
clared, being aſked, Whether, 
0 if the Ditch were filled with Wa- 
rer, the Place could be eſcaladed 9 

- That he — not. 


To this muſt be added, 8 
though the Ditch could not be 
R all round, the Succeſs 


of 


( 21 ) 
of the Eſcalade was equally deſ- 
perate. e | | 


For firſt, Theſe Operations 
'are never undertaken but on the 
Footing of a Surprize, whereas 
that Idea had been long va- 

niſhed. 


There had 'been an Alarm on 
the Coaſt a great while: It was 
now the fifth Day ſince our Fleet 
had appeared; the Troops could 
probably not have landed till 
next Day, and muſt have taken 
another, at leaſt, to march up 
to the Place, being 10 or 12 
Miles, Which would make ſeven 
| Days 


622) 


Days from the Time the Fleet 
had been actually ſeen on this 
Coaſt. 


"64 adly, The Garriſon Was not 
exactly known, but muſt have 
been very conſidetable; there 
were, at leaſt, ſome regular Bat- 
talions; there are Marines al- 
Ways 8 (when C. C--ke was 
there, in Time of Peace, . there 
were 1000) there is a Burgher' 8 
Guard always mounted, and 
hege ate great Numbers of Men 
in the Place uſed to Arms. 


| The Dock: men a are very nu- 
merous, and the Crews of the 
Ships 


TE 
* 


(23) 
Ships alone, then in the River, 
if compleat, amounted to near 
3000 Men, beſides either Troops 
or Militia of the Country that 
could be'thrown in: Whereas 


our Army for the Attack was 
only 10 Battalions, conſiſting of 


7,494 fighting Men, according 
to the Embarkation Return, in- 
cluding 186 Sick. 


And, 3dly, The Nights were 
light as Day, fo that beth our 
March and' all our Motions' muſt 
| ” diſcovered by the Enemy. 


To which I muſt add one 
| Circumſtance I had omitted, 


9 


| 


8 


if | hawing, beyond Doubt, 18 
= atual Preparations were for ſome 
Time making there. This is 
the Poſtſcript of a Letter found 


1 in the Prieſt's Houſe when the 
| Ille of Aix was taken, and is as 
j follows. 
| Dated from Noire; L 8 Sept, 
| 272 
| 
| La ſaifmeſt trop avancie ** 
| gue les Enemis entreprennent quel- 


ue choſe ſur nas Cites, mais 
, les Precautions de Monſ. notreGou- 
2h verneur n en ſont pas Moin Ban- 
| MO, == | 
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( 25) 
"fo Engliſh—- The Seaſon i is too 
PS, hes for the Enemy to 
undertake any Thing on our Coaſt 


| But the Precautions our Governor 
15 zakes are not beſs Good. 


Thus it ood with 3 to 

the Surprize of Rochfort, the 
Queſtion before the Council of 
War being, Whether a Landing 
ſhould be made, which could be 
for that Purpoſe only, and with that 
Proſpect of ſucceſs, while neither 
the Communication with the 
Ships, nor the Retreat ofthe Troops 
were in any Way provided for; 
but if that were impracticable, 
as wel as the regular Attack, 


2 which 


1 
which has been ſhewnz neither 
was it more praQticable to deſtroy 
the Docks, Magazines, Arſenals, 
being quite inſufficient” for that 
Purpoſe, as the chief Engineer 
declared before the Board of Ge- 
aſked by the Prefident, Whether 
if Rochfort had been found too 
Arong to be taken by @ Coup de 
Main, you could not have de- 
Atrayed the Magazines and Store- 
houſes ? He ſays, 


To do it in any tolerable De- 
gree would require ſive times the 
Mumber of Mortars we had with 


2 Us, 


(27 F 
ws, and ſuch a Method would 
both take up Time, and there. 
would likewiſe be great Difficul- 
ties in bringing up ſufficient Stores 
for that Purpoſe to the Place, the. 
Diflance by Land from Chate- 
laillon to Rochfort being reckoned 
10 r 12 Miller. 


From this ſhort State of Facts, 
J have ſhewn, I think, that the 
ſeveral followin g Propoſitions are 
undeniable, as connected with 
the. direct March to Rochfort 
from Chatelaillan, which was 
the only Queſtion then before 
the Council (that of Fouras and 
the Forts having at that Time 
| DSD been 


(2) 


been laid aſide, for the Reaſons 
above mentioned.) viz, 


' Iſt, That the Attack of Roch- 
fort by Eſcalade was quite hope- 
leſs, | 


2d, That it was impoſſible | 
to ſurprize 


1 That there was not Ar- 
tillery to attack it in Form. ui 


. 4. That it was equally im- 
practicable, without taking it, to 
deſtroy the Docks or Magazines. 


And, th, That the Retreat 
of 


(29) 


of the Troops was no _ ſe- 
cured. „ 


From whence I think it will 
plainly appear where the Failure 
of the Expedition did not ly, 
namely in the Reſolution of the 
Council of War of the 25th of 
September, unanimouſly, and I 
think wiſely made by all the ſu- 
perior Officers, of both the Land 
and Sea Service, 


Where it did ly, whether in 
any Defect of hr Plan, which 
I am not willing to ſuppoſe, or 
in ſuch unforeſeen, and perhaps 
_ unavoidable Circumſtances as 
have 


(30) 


have defeated all our "Expedi.. 
tions to the Coaſt of France, 1 


will not determine. — 


1 ſhall not enter now into the 
Conſideration of the Things pro- 
poſed, and debated after this in 
the ſeveral Meetings of the Ge- 
nerals and Admirals, my View 
being, in this ſhort Sketch, to 
ſet the World right in regard to 
the firſt ſteps taken, and to the 
Opinion of the firſt Council of 


War, — 


When the ſubſequent T ranſ- 
actions come, at a proper Time, 
to tow cleared up, Lam perſuaded 


there 


(31) 
there will not be leſs Reaſon, 
with reſpe&t to them, alſo to 
think well both of the Judgment 
and Intentions of thoſe to whom 
his Majeſty committed the Con- 
duct of the late Expedition: I 
reſerve this for a ſecond Part, if 
my honeſt Pains to diſcover Truth 
by a ſimple deduction of Facts, 
ſhall be thought worthy the At- 
tention of the Publick. 
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